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"A Story We Are Still Writing"
Dear Izzy,

I believe we still know very little about each other’s countries, despite having talked about this topic
more than once. I clearly remember the stories you told me about your homeland — the Netherlands.
But I truly believe that it is our generation that will shape the future of Europe — a Europe where

diversity is a source of pride and freedom is a universal right.



I want to tell you the story of my country, Georgia — the path it has walked from independence to
freedom. This path has been marked by tragedies and inspiring victories, and I am genuinely proud to

be a child of this land.

As you may know, Georgia is located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia — historically, it has always
fought against powerful empires to preserve its national identity. Georgia first gained independence in
1918 after centuries of being under Russian imperial influence. This was when the Democratic Republic
of Georgia was proclaimed — a bold choice for democracy, human rights, education, and progress. A
progressive constitution was adopted, protecting religious and ethnic minorities, women were granted

the right to vote, universities were opened, and free elections were held.

Unfortunately, this historic achievement was short-lived. In 1921, the Soviet Red Army invaded
Georgia, and the country was violently annexed into the Soviet Union for the next 70 years. During
this period, the Georgian language, church, culture, and freedom of thought were severely suppressed,
and our national identity was pushed to the brink of extinction. The Soviet regime took away people’s

dignity — and often their lives.

On April 9, 1989, in Thbilisi, Soviet troops brutally cracked down on peaceful demonstrators on
Rustaveli Avenue. Many young people and women lost their lives that night. However, this tragedy
became a turning point — the fear of our people turned into strength. Fueled by this spirit, on April 9,

1991, Georgia once again declared its independence.

But as you would probably agree, independence is not just a formal status. True freedom requires strong

institutions, critical thinking, an educated society, and above all — independent thought.

Izzy, I often ask myself: *“Have we truly become independent?”* And every time, I realize the answer
isn’t so simple. Yes, we are no longer under the control of another great power, we have our own
government, our own army, and we make our own decisions. But we are still learning how to take full
responsibility. We continue to fight corruption, political polarization, economic inequality, and the
ongoing political threats from Russia — especially after the 2008 war, when Georgia lost control over

two regions: Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali region.



At the same time, our country is drawing ever closer to European values: educational reforms are
underway, young people are actively engaged in civic life — in fact, our meeting is thanks to an
international European forum! The visibility of women and minorities in society is steadily growing.
We are striving for a future where Georgian traditions coexist in harmony with free thinking, justice,

and tolerance.

The path to real independence is still under construction. And it is our generation that is building it. I
believe Georgia will achieve true freedom — not just on the level of statehood, but also within people’s

consciousness.

There are many challenges ahead, no doubt, but the movement toward freedom has become
irreversible. I believe that one day, when you return to Georgia, you will witness many positive changes

— changes that will be visible not only to us, but to all of Europe.

With love, Matilda



